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Sibal bats for privatisation
in higher education

Apm TANDONTNS

NEw DECHI, OcToBER 19
Human, Resource Develop-
aterto Minister Kapibi8ibal
today made a strong.case for
private particlpatioriin the ecu:
cation sector, saying the gov-
emment did not have the finan-
cial muscle to create universi-
ties that would be required in
the future to accommodate all
youngsters.

By 2030, close to 400 million
youth would be seeking col-
lege education. For that to hap-
pen, India would require at
least 800 more universities and
40,000 more colleges.

Even today, as against 140
million 18 t¢23 year olds, only
20 million are in colleges.

Interacting with mediaper-
sons on the sidelines of the
India-New Zealand Education
Council meeting at Vigyan
Bhavan today, Sibal said the
country was well on track to
achieve the goal of 30 per cent
gross enrollment ratio (GER)
- number of class-XII pass
outs who enter colleges -'in
higher education but the gov-
ernment was not in a position
to create the infrastructure

-needed to accormnmodate the
rising number of education
seeking population.

“Our GER will be 30 percent

by 2020 and by 2030 close to
400 million people will be
going to universities. Either
massive expansion needs to be
done or new universities will be
required. The government
cannot fulfil this requirement
and we need to open doors
to the private sector,” Sibal
said, raising the pitch for pri-
vatisation of the general edu-
cation sector on the lines of
medical education. India’s
current GER is 15 per cent.
The minister also appealed
to the Opposition parties to aid

sansdA 3 i
#6By 2030 close'td 406
milion people willbe |
going to universities. .-
Either massive expansion
needs to be done or new
universities will be
required. The govemment
cannot fulfil this
requirement and we need
to open doors to the
private sector)

— Kapll Sibal, HRD Minister

‘AAKASH’ FOR ALL

Budget tablet “Aakash”
will be provided to
every student in the
next five years. The - -
technology will enable
one teacher to teach
10,000 children at one
time. Each village will
be connected with
fiber optics by
December, 2013, So
lectures will become
possible, Sibal said.

the passage of the pending
higher education reform Bills,
many of which seek to regulate
private operators to ensure the
delivery of quality education.

“We want our Bills to pass in
Parliament so that the private
sector should get a chance to
help. The private sector, how-
ever, needs to be regulated. So
we need the National Accred-
itation Authority Bill and the
Prohibition of Educational
Malpractices Bill. I hope we
get support from the Opposi-
tion in the Winter Session of
Parliament for these Bills,™
Sibat said.
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NEW DELHE: Indian students apply-
ing to study in the UK should
stay clear of “unscrupulous
agents” who are using increas-
ingly varied strategies to dupe
applicants, the UK Border
Agency (UKBA) has warned.

The UKBA — Britain's immi-
gration authority — has also
decided to bar agents from col-
lecting passports and other doc-
uments on behalf of applicants
at the end of visa processing,
from Octobér 10.
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Beware of fake agents, UK tells Indian students

“The UKBA wants to ensure
the safe and secure return of
documents to visa applicants,”
a British High Commission offi-

-cial told HT.

Thousands of Indian students
each year find themselves
trapped in a complex web of
misleading agents, poor regu-
lations and dubious universities
that leaves them in debt, and
often on the wrong side of the
law in a foreign land, as report-
ed by HT in a three-part series
earlier this week.

After the US, the UK draws
most Indian students, followed
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by Australia and Canada Fov
somae, the journey begins with
attempting to lie to immigration
authorities while seeking a visa.

“Don’t be misled by unscrupu-
lous agents and think that, it is

- acceptable to submit forged doc-

uments,” UKBA regional direc-
tor Thomas Greig said.

‘Applicants caught for using

forged documents are barved for
10 years from applying.

From claiming that they have
contacts within the U'KBA, the
British High Commission or
VFS5-Global, its commercial
partner, to pointing applicants’
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to fake webgites designed to look
official, agents are using increas-
ingly complex strategies, the
UKBA has warned.

The new warning by UK
authorities comes at a time

" when new visa rules have dras-

tically cut student applications
to that country by 30%. But
British authorities have in

. recent years also come across

inereasing instances of visa
fraud from Indian applicants.
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THE RED FLAGS

» Agents who claim to know
* someone in the UK High ¢
- Commission, UKBA or VF$
Globat, their commerclal
- partner. .
& Agents who claim 'chey can
» speed up visaprocessin -
* exchange for a fee. - '
.= Agents who suggestthey
. can help submit fake docu-
ments,

- m Fake sites deslgned to look

. Iilke official or VFS websites.
. SOURCE: UK BORDER ABENCY -
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